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Executive Summary
Artificial Intelligence is intelligence that is demonstrated by machines as opposed to the natural intelligence demonstrated by humans or animals. It entails simulating the human intelligence process to machines and in most cases, computers. AI is a wide-ranging tool that helps people in integrating data, analyzing information, and using the information generated to make decisions. Over the years, AI has been applied in various areas including; finance, healthcare, criminal justice, national security, transportation, and environmental preservation. AI has proved to be a major game-changer in every sector that is has been applied. The artificial intelligence enumerated above and which is increasingly in use today is weak for AI. Experts are in the process of improving it to strong AI. Strong AI would have similar capabilities that humans have. At the end of these technological advances is to have artificial Superintelligence which will have a far greater ability than human beings (Gill, 2016). Although hypothetical for now, it remains a possibility and one that will have a great impact on humans. ASI is expected to be much smarter than the best human brains and far greater capabilities in general wisdom, social skills, and scientific capabilities. However, it have negative implication which can be disastrous and that can cause more harm than benefits. 


Introduction
            Artificial Superintelligence (ASI) have been touted as the future of technological advancement. Although it will lead to great technological shifts, possible negative effects should be weighed against the positive ones. Some of the negative impacts include; such a technology will be autonomous and humans will have no control of it. Secondly, it will to tensions as countries use it to advance their military. Third, because of its deployment in every sector, a successful hacking of such a system would lead to the collapse of the economy. If the technology falls into bad hands, it will be capable of catastrophic consequences. Lastly, it is capable of causing fatal accidents in the case of failure. Because of the aforementioned negative implications Artificial Superintelligence (ASI) will probably lead to the demise of the human species. 
Thesis Defense
            The greatest fear and cause of alarm of artificial superintelligence will be its lack of control. Currently, drones are used to perform dangerous tasks such as bombing, gathering information in areas that have dangerous terrain, and many other tasks. The performance of these tasks has led to efficiency and resulted in success. One reason why such missions have been successful is that there is a human who is remotely operating the drone, guiding it, and giving it specific commands. Now caption this, there is a drone that is capable of carrying bombs or operating weapons but it is completely autonomous (Karger, 2020). It can launch rockets or bombs at will and indiscriminately without any human input. This is the real danger that it can portend to humans because even its creator cannot be able to control it. If this was to happen, then such equipment can be capable of destroying humankind and banishing us from the universe. Those who support such kind of technology must see this as an existential threat to the human species. 
            Secondly, having such kind of technology will lead to tensions as countries engage in the arms race. The world has experienced different revolutions in warfare. Before the invention of gun powder, people were killed at close range, after that there was the first revolution of gun powder. People were able to kill one another from a distance and many wars erupted during that time. The second revolution was nuclear weapons. Although nuclear weapons have not been used in wars as often, it is indisputable that they are potent and can cause great damage as was witnessed during the Second World War. One of the present concerns now is nuclear weapons where there have been efforts to eliminate them. North Korea has been castigated by many countries for its mass nuclear weapons manufacture. Now, Artificial Superintelligence would have much more capabilities than nuclear weapons thereby being a great source of threat to the human species. It is beyond doubt that every country wants to lead in this frontier as military power is highly regarded. Word leaders such as Russian President, Putin have voiced their encouragement for such development stating that the country that will be a leader in developing ASI would be the leader of the world. Such developments would lead to tension which is detrimental to the wellbeing of humans. 
            The third argument on why ASI is an existential threat to the human species is that it can collapse the world or country's economy. As developments continue in technological advancement, nearly every aspect of life is being integrated with artificial intelligence. Virtually all sectors of the economy will be connected to the ASI as people rush to reap the benefits of the technology.  From transport, financial sector, education, and even the healthcare sector all areas will incorporate ASI (Bradley, 2020). This is all good for the economy because it will mean efficiency and effectiveness in every sector. However, there is the upside side of these developments which poses a real danger to the economy namely the danger of hacking. If hackers manage to have control over key infrastructure and assets of any country, they can cause damage that can irreparably collapse an entire economy. It is unimaginable to think of what hackers can do if they take control of the financial systems or even the stock exchange market of a super country like the United States. They can hurt not only the country’s economy but also the global economy. This assumption is not far-fetched, it is a real threat. Even with the current level of technology deployment in the health and banking sector, the problem of hacking remains a major and ongoing challenge that has caused significant losses. There have been cases where data for healthcare organizations have been accessed and deleted or where hackers have requested ransom to return access to facilities. As technology gets more sophisticated, so do hackers. Having ASI that is integrated into all sectors of the economy amplifies the threat and puts the human species at a higher risk. 
            There is still, another danger arising from ASI, it may cause unnecessary accidents in the case of failure. The hypothetical narrative about ASI is its ability to be autonomous. The question of the damage that can arise in the case of failure is pertinent. In their quest to have a self-driving car, Uber's self-driven car hit and killed 49 years old Elaine Herzberg as she wheeled a bicycle across the road in Tempe, Arizona (Chesterman, 2020). These are some of the threats that such technologies portend. While manufacturers of these cars such as Tesla claim that their self-driving car is far more efficient in avoiding accidents than normal cars, the existing data does not support their assertions. They claim that their car is four times better than the normal car but research indicates that on average, self-driving car accidents stand at 9.1 per million miles while normal cars experience crashes at the rate of 4.1 over the same range (Ho, 2020). There is another danger to such technologies, if one can hack the car and take control of it, he can cause fatal accidents that may claim many lives.  
            The last concern is that ASI can be catastrophic in bad hands. Many people argue that technology in itself is not good or bad an argument that is correct. However, an evil person having control of technology with that capability can cause extreme damage. The founders of the United States observed that it was not good for one to have immense power. They argued that if this world was ruled by angels, there was no need of having a constitution. However, people are not as such, and thus a need to limit their power. A person who can have control of such technology can be deemed to have extreme power which is not a good thing (Garvey, 2016). Elon Musk compares the idea of toying with ASI to that of a child who is playing with a ticking bomb that can explode anytime. He points that the prudent thing to do if the child realizes the danger he is in is to leave the ticking bomb and run away from it as further as he can for his own safety. While those words cannot be taken literally as that would mean vacating on such suggestions that can improve life, they should be taken with seriousness as they indicate the danger presented by such a technology. The situation can even be dire if such a technology can be in the hands of profit-oriented individuals. With the increase in terror groups that are a threat to the human population such as Al-Qaida and other terrorist groups, the thought that such entities can have access to technologies of that magnitude is terrifying and concern to the entire world population. Such entities have shown indications of not caring for life in the pursuit of their objectives. If such entities lay hand on such technology, that can be probably lead to the demise of the human species. 
Conclusion and Recommendations
            Technological advances have contributed to efficiency in the world. Since the inception of computers, there has been the continuous application of artificial intelligence in many spheres of the economy. Among the most impacted sectors are the financial and healthcare sectors. AI has helped improve healthcare and guide corporates in making evidence-based decisions. There is still a quest for more and more applications of AI with experts now hoping to introduce Artificial Superintelligence (ASI). Experts posit that it will involve the application of systems that are far much better than human brains. 
Currently, AI systems are data-driven, they are able to interpret data and give the desired output. Robots using AI can only perform one task for instance a robot that can play tennis is limited to that function alone. In the future, experts seek to create robots that can interpret and respond to general issues as human beings without data input. The achievement of this although doubtful is a source of concern as it can lead to bitter and sweet outcomes. While ASI will enhance the existing artificial intelligence, it portends some dangers to the human species which should not be overlooked. ASI is conceptualized in a manner where the application will be autonomous and hereby lie the first concern (Barrett & Baum, 2017). Something that cannot be controlled is potentially harmful and an existential threat to the human species.
ASI application in military equipment will lead to tensions in the world. There is potential to cause accidents thereby endangering lives. The possibility of being hacked and falling into dangerous hands means that such a technology can be used against the human species by rogue persons. Proponents of ASI see a possibility of making a machine that can function as a human and respond to the challenges facing humankind. The concern about this is the ability to give it cognitive functions which are made possible by neurons in human beings. Even if it were to have intelligence, it is still doubtful if such a human machine can have common sense which is developed from an early age as a child grow. It is sufficient to note that the dangers arising from artificial superintelligence are a threat to the very existence of human species unless great modifications are put in place. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]            Artificial superintelligence can be a threat to the human species, however, several concerns can be addressed which can minimize this kind of threat. One recommendation would be to ensure that there is control over the developers of the technology. This would ensure that the technology does not fall into bad hands (Davis, 2015). Some argue that this would limit technological advances but it is worth it. In developing that technology, innovators must make it culture and gender-sensitive. For some diseases, there are different signs that present themselves for males and females, a gender-biased human-machine may misdiagnose such conditions and lead to deaths. 
            Human machines must be taught to respect humans. It can be problematic if such super devices show concern for humankind and only respect a few individuals who have made them. Respect for human rights should be at the center of this innovation. The autonomous functionality of these systems should be reconsidered. Humans should have significant control over such machines. Lack of control would be placing the entire human species in the hands of fate. Since even the creators of such systems cannot know how they can react to novel problems, it is advisable that they maintain control. Overall, this is an area where a lot of consideration ought to be made before creating things which might replace humans and possibly exterminate them.  
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